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Social Change in the Colonial Period from the Perspective of Funeral
Patterns: A Case Study of the Tantarica Archaeological Site in the Northern
Highlands of Peru

Shinya Watanabe

Kazuharu Mine

The Inca Empire that rose to domination in the Andean region was conquered
by the Spanish in the 16th century. Along with Spanish dominion the same period saw
the advance of Christian evangelization. In this article we examine the effect of
evangelization among the Andean native people, as evidenced in data from
archaeological excavation of the Tantarica site in the Northern Highlands of Peru.
During the Inca period, chullpas, tower-shaped tombs containing curled-up mummies
are found throughout the Andean highlands. Buried with the mummies were ceramic
ware and other items. However from the early colonial period we see a “Christian-style”
of burial emerging, in which the body is stretched out and the arms are crossed on the
chest. The earlier custom of placing a copper object in the mouth is retained, but other
funerary items such as ceramic ware disappeared. Skeletal structure of the mummies
resembles that of natives of the Andean region, rather that of Spanish colonizers, so we
may surmise that they had converted to Christianity. In the early colonial period more
rapid social change can be observed in the costal areas than in the highlands. Tantarica
was constructed by peoples from the costal area who had migrated there, which
facilitated the spread of Christianity. Study of data from other sites and early colonial

documents will be necessary to confirm our suggestions.

Keywords
Andes, Peru, Inca Empire, Spain, Colonial Period, Tomb, Chullpa, Christianity
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